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NASILIYE AND THE CHILDREN 
OF MIGRANT WORKERS 
 
Recommendations for local government, law enforcement 
agencies, educational institutions, and social protection 

This research has been 
carried out as part of the 
Mobile Arts for Peace – 
MAP – project that uses 
interdisciplinary arts-
based practices for 
peacebuilding.  

According to UNICEF, more than 11% of children in 
Kyrgyzstan have at least one biological parent living 
abroad and children are often left with relatives as their 
parents seek work. Almost 73% of children report 
experiencing abuse or neglect in the family.  

Within the MAP framework, school-aged researchers from Sharipova, 
Uzgen conducted a study among their peers to find out more about 
the problems that affect young people, prioritizing the issue of 
violence against children of labor migrants. Together with the youth 
committee at mayor's office of Uzgen, they have identified a set of 
recommendations to take action against this violence. 

Local government should:  
§ Take on the task of coordinating the efforts of all relevant structures to strengthen 

the responsibility of parents and establish mechanisms for formalizing official 
guardianship.   

§ On an ongoing basis, conduct monitoring to identify the children of migrants and 
provide them and their families with social and legal assistance.   

§ Hold public information meetings about the responsibilities related to harsh 
treatment of children.  

Law enforcement agencies should: 
§ Hold public information meetings on international instruments and national laws 

prohibiting violence against children. 
§ Promote prevention with parents and their relatives, strengthen measures to protect 

children from violence and provide assistance to families and children. 

Educational institutions should: 
§ Strengthen work with parents on the prevention of child abuse. 
§ Strengthen communication between parents and relatives. 

Social protection should: 
§ Conduct preventive conversations with parents and relatives at risk, interact with 

schoolteachers and monitor disadvantaged families. 



Why is this research important? 

Economic conditions in Kyrgyzstan drive more than 86% of residents to look for work 
abroad, resulting in many children being left in the care of relatives – their aunts, uncles, 
and grandparents. However, harsh treatment of the children by these relatives has become 
widespread and, in recent years, there has been an increase of beatings with fatal 
outcomes and those where injured children remained disabled. Recent cases have been 
reported in the Jeti-Oguz district, when a 3-year-old child died of beatings; in Bishkek, 
when a close relative tied a 9-year-old boy to a car and dragged him; and in Uzgen district, 
when the father of a 17-year-old girl was accused of sexual harassment. 

Our researchers found that children are abused in different ways – physically, emotionally, 
and sexually – with impacts that included low self-esteem, negative attitudes, disability, 
suicide, reduced mortality, and violent behaviours in later life. Violence has a devastating 
impact on children, threatening their emotional well-being and their prospects. It is an 
urgent problem with serious lifelong consequences.  

 

Why does nasiliye happen? 

To help them develop recommendations, the researchers also explored why this violence 
happens, and they discovered a variety of reasons. Social norms are in place that allow the 
violation of children’s rights and the use of physical and psychological violence, offering a 
sense of impunity for those who use violence against children. Relatives and friends who 
are aware of the violence often remain silent, and this is mitigated by the lack of 
communication between children and their migrant parents, meaning the children cannot 
talk to their parents about the abuse. Parents do not or cannot always issue official 
guardianship, not least because the guardianship system does not work, and this can lead 
parents to abandon their children without proper supervision. The high degree of labor 
migration and the lack of awareness about parental responsibilities and the rights of 
children serve to exacerbate the issue.  

 

About the project 

Mobile Arts for Peace (MAP) Kyrgyzstan in partnership with Foundation for Tolerance 
International (FTI) and the University of Lincoln (UK) was funded by the Arts and 
Humanities Research Council (AHRC) Global Change Research Foundation (GCRF). The 
project aims to empower young people to promote dialogue for peacebuilding between 
cultures and generations. For more information visit: https://map.lincoln.ac.uk/.  
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 1.Introduction 

 
According to Nepal’s Child Act 2075 (2018), child labor means the employment in 
physical or mental work of children below 18 years of age. Child labor is not only a 
violation of human rights but also a social crime and a curse of civilization. Child labor 
not only violates the fundamental rights of children; it also pushes their future into 
darkness. Child labor deprives children of the education they need to make their 
future better. Because of child labor, children lose the knowledge, training and skills 
they gain through education. Children working as child laborers are generally from 
uneducated, and poor families. Child labor is a common phenomenon in the country 
and is also considered a part of the socialization process (CBS 2011a). It is deeply 
rooted in the society with little concerns about its deleterious effects on children’s 
schooling and future productivity. 
 
Whatever the cause, child labor compounds social inequality and discrimination, and 
robs youths of their childhood. Despite activities that help children develop, such as 
contributing to small housework, child labor limits access to education and harms a 
child’s physical, mental and social growth. In December 2021, the members of the  
Bhusaldada Child club discusses on “pressing social issues of young people”. One of 
the child club member shared that he has to go to work at one of the construction sites 
in Palpa district everyday to earn living expense. The child club members decided to 
explore more on the issue, and they found that for some ethnic groups, children 
constitute an integral part of the family workforce in Palpa district. The child club 
members also found that due to lack of education and social awareness, Dalit and 
indigenous groups have a higher tendency to send their children for work instead of 
school. 
 
The child club members of Bhusaldanda secondary school further analysed the child 
labor issue through ‘conflict tree’. The designed and implemented a photo-collage 
small grant project as part of MAP Nepal Phase II Small Grant.  
 
This policy brief summarizes recommendations and issues identified by the child club 
members through art-based project to reduce child labor. The Bhusaldada Child club 
expects local government, CSOs and NGOs of this area will take appropriate action 
after reading this policy brief.  
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Figure 1 A Photo Collage prepared by Bhusaldanda Child Club 

 
 

 

 
2.Recommendation 

 
Bhusaldada Child Club would like to recommend following points to local government 
and non-governmental organizations of Tansen Municipality. 
 

a. Action should be taken to raise public awareness against child exploitation. NGOs 
and the local community should play a role as a pressure group for the protection 
of children against child labor and for raising public awareness in favor of child 
rights. 

b. Art forms found more effective to address youth’s issues and creating awareness 
among young people. Local NGOs and Local government should use arts based 
methods for awareness activities. 

c. Local Curriculum Development Committee should integrate contents in local 
curricula that increases awareness of child rights and contribute to reducing child 
labor. 

d. There should be successful and effective implementation of laws against child labor 
and in favor of child rights and fulfillment of positive social efforts and role. Local 
government’s oversight mechanism should be pro-active. 
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3.Methodology 
- To identify the issue, Bhusaldanda child club used a 
variety of artistic tools. Two child club meetings were 
organized to list the cause of the issues, where each 
participant shared their observations and experience.  
- The child club members used ‘conflict tree’ method to 
analyze the root causes and impact of the child labor 
issue. Participants categorized the issues at different 
levels. 
-Photo collage was organized to gather information. 
Participants were asked to present their feelings and 
ideas through photo and pictures.  
- Most of the child club members and students of schools 
discussed and explored the issue. They consulted with 

teachers, parents, and local stakeholders before drawing the picture.  
- The club members drew pictures and collected photos in form of photo-collage.  
- Drawing on these inputs, the young researchers decided to create an awareness video 
and Lok Dohori song against child labor, using a member of the child club involved in 
child labor as the main character.  
- The video and song were presented to parents and local government representatives to 
gather their feedback. 
 

4. Research findings 
The research conducted by the child club members reveals a situation that is in dire 
need of attention.  

-Poverty is major cause of child labor. Parents forced their children to go for work 
for financial benefit, rather than sending them to the school. This means that 
parents prioritize work and earning over children going to school. Parents do not 
have awareness on the child rights. There is gap in self-realization among parents 
about the importance of education to their children. 
 
-There is no means of communication between children and policy makers to 
understand youth’s issues by policy makers. Local government communicates via 
radio and TV where someone give long speech. Most of the young people said they 
found the message boring, rather they enjoyed photo-collage and songs prepared 
by MAP Club. 

Figure 2 A photo created by child club 
member of Bhusal danda child club on 11 Feb 
2022. The photo was created to identify the 
social issues and root cause of child labor. 
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- Many youths shared that they were never taught in school about child labor issues. 
They feel it would have been nice to get information on their rights and 
government’s efforts through curricula. 
 
- Most of the young people who were child labor said that there was no oversight 
mechanisms or no agency had consulted with them yet. This means that the 
oversight mechanism has to increase its monitoring works. 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 
 

For more information 
           

Impact 
“We have a friend who used to go 
to labor work and he was 
irregular to the school, he was 
about to drop out his education. 
We have created a video based 
on story of our own friend and he 
is main actor in the video, we 
have used his own location to 
film the video.  After the video 
creation, he is regular to the 
school, which is change due to 
our video. (Narayan Bhat, 
Bhusal danda secondary 
school, Tansen Palpa, 28 
April 2022) 

Figure 3  lok dohori against child labor organized by Bhusal Danda Child Club, Tansen, Palpa 

Bhusaldanda child club, Bhusaldanda 
secondary school, 

Tansen Municipality, ward no – 1, 
Lumbini, Palpa 

sanjaybpoudel77@gmail.com (MAP focal 
teacher) 

bishnukc@gmail.com (CoI, MAP Nepal) 
rajib.timalsina@dcpds.tu.edu.np  (CoI, 

MAP Nepal) 
mobilearts4peace.hrfc@gmail.com 

(Human Rights Film Center) 


